Unit 11 – CLIL Religion

A parable from Rumi’s Mesnevi.

A Quarrel about Grapes
Once upon a time a man gave an Iranian, an Arab, a Turk and a Greek, whom he saw together, some money.  In doing them this kindness, he said, “Buy whatever you like with this money”.


One of the four, the Iranian, said, “Let’s buy some ‘angür’ with it”.


The Arab disagreed. “Don’t be stupid!  I don't want any ‘angür’.  I want some ‘inab’.”

The third person, the Turk, didn't like either of those ideas. “I don't want any ‘angür’ or ‘inab’.  Let’s buy some ‘üzüm’,” he said.


The Greek, who had been watching what was going on, cried, “Stop this foolishness.  I want some ‘istafil’.  Let’s buy some ‘istafil’ with this money!”

All at once, all four of them started arguing, each man yelling that they should buy what he wanted.  Fists flew and there was a big fight.  Before long a scholar, who was passing by, broke up the fight and asked what their problem was.


The Iranian said, “I want to buy some ‘angür’ with the money that was given.”

“No, we're going to buy some ‘inab’,” protested the Arab.


“I say, let's buy some ‘üzüm’,” shouted the Turk.


“We're going to buy some ‘istafil’ with our money,” insisted the Greek.

The scholar understood that these four people talking in different languages actually all wanted the same thing.  He said, “Be quiet and listen to me.  I'm going to buy what all of you want with this money.  Believe me!”

Then he went and bought some grapes.  When he gave them the grapes, he made all four of them happy and settled the senseless argument.

